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In other words, the very claim that the presence of an
alien ruler had prevented those Indians, who were in a
strong position to help their fellows, from doing so was,
ipso facto, evidence against their possession of the attributes
on which the dream of a roseate dawn was moulded. He
had said, by implication, that to acquire merit was not
enough ; that his countrymen were not interested in storing
up " treasure in heaven " or in altruistic service. Had it
been otherwise, there would have been no question of with-
holding comfort for the sick and encouragement for seekers
after knowledge and beauty, lest others should receive the
acclaim of the world for the good achieved. And if one
class could thus be proved void of the virtues so warmly
ascribed to the entire body politic, it seemed at best doubtful
whether other groups of the community would prove vastly
different.
On reflection, Mr. Sharma's reasons for the tremendous
improvement in the standards of Indian film-making seem
less likely to be the real reasons. It appears highly probable
that having attracted more capital and having emerged from
the experimental stage, the Indian studios are simply better
equipped, better staffed, and have more " know-how " than
they had in the past. The creative artist, if genuine, is not
conditioned by politics, economics, or any other material
consideration. His life-force, and therefore his work, comes
from within. And the technical men, if they are any good
at all, delight in craftsmanship in the writing of a script
which will give value to the efforts of the technicians.
One nor the other is concerned with nationalism or
political development, so long as these factors do not
interfere.
Proof that the dream of inspired unity among all Indians
is merely a pipe-dream is not hard to find. Here, as else-
where, the surest pointer of the.barometer to what is going
on is the converse of ministerial pronouncements ; and the
pointer is certainly not at " Set Fair.'1 No solitary member